
 
 
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
633 Third Ave. 
New York NY, 10017 
 
August 16, 2018 
 
 
Dear Governor Cuomo: 
 

The climate crisis deepens with every passing day. Across the world, record-breaking 
temperatures and wildfires continue to take lives and disrupt communities. You have seen 
firsthand the destruction caused by Hurricanes Sandy, Irene, and Maria, all storms that have been 
supercharged by the warming of the ocean. Without decisive and visionary action soon, the 
future will be far worse. Low-income communities and communities of color already bear the 
worst impacts of the climate crisis and have less resources needed to recover from disaster. We 
have the solutions, and we are calling on you to fully embrace the moral and political leadership 
needed to stem the climate crisis. 

  
While the State has taken some commendable actions under your leadership, progress is 

far too slow. As we said in April, Governor Cuomo: it’s time to Walk the Talk. Only 4% of New 
York’s electric power comes from wind and solar; only 9,346 electric cars were sold in NY 
through 2017; and the state’s own climate inventory, which likely understates pollution, showed 
218 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent emitted in the most recent year. Pollution is dropping 
at far too slow a rate while communities, particularly low-income communities of color, struggle 
to find good, union jobs. 

  
 That’s why Rise for Climate, Jobs, and Justice calls on you to act boldly, now. As the 
global heatwave presses on and the Trump Administration continues its rollback of climate 
policies that protect public health and the environment, we are calling on our state and local 
leaders to take bold steps to: 
 

1. Move rapidly to 100% renewable power for all economic sectors across the State 
through a just transition that prioritizes protecting communities of color, low-income 
communities, and workers. This includes large scale commitments such as offshore wind, 
developing union-run port infrastructure to build New York’s renewable energy 
leadership, and running all government buildings on renewable energy. In tandem, make 
small-scale community solar feasible and electrify our transport system - community 
solar represents an important opportunity for everyday New Yorkers to own the energy 
resources that we depend on. In addition, the state should phase out subsidies for non-
renewable energy sources in favor of renewable energy, such as solar, wind, and 



geothermal. 
2. Stop all fossil fuel infrastructure, including pipelines and power plants, starting by 

halting all the proposed projects across the state and moving rapidly to retire existing 
infrastructure. 

3. Create hundreds of thousands of good, union jobs, and invest in low-income communities 
and communities of color by making corporate polluters pay the cost of their impact 
on our health and safety and fund the transition to 100% renewable energy. By 
expanding public transit, upgrading our renewable energy infrastructure, vastly 
accelerating energy efficiency, and protecting New Yorkers from the impacts of climate 
change, New York could create good, union jobs across the state and build healthier and 
more resilient communities. Expand investment in companies and programs that deliver 
locally-based, just climate solutions. 

 
Each of these actions will require an implementation plan that both sets goals of dates to be 
achieved and specific milestones for moving toward these important goals. 
 
We will be on the streets once again in New York City on September 6th, in front of your office 
on the 7th, and across the State on the 8th. We urge you to take this opportunity to be the climate 
leader we need. Be bold. As our youngest generation reminded us last month across the country, 
this is Zero Hour for the climate crisis. Half steps and partial measures will not stop the looming 
devastation. As leaders meet in September at the Global Climate Action Summit in San 
Francisco, we ask that you announce that you are adopting these new, brave measures.  
 
For a livable future, 
 
Denise Patel  
Marilyn Vasta 
Nancy Romer 
  
For the Peoples Climate Movement - New York & Rise for Climate, Jobs, and Justice 
 
  
 
  
 


